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1.Main Points

1.1 Purpose

· Invite not only scientists, but also all people who are or want to be related to science or are just enjoying events, happenings or adventures around science

· Build up social connections between Scotland members of British Science Asociation and all people interested in science as well those who wants to become involved in science

· Setting up connections between bigger cities and organisations and smaller comunities 

· Build up this kind of on-line environment, where is possible, that people can ask different kind of questions to scientist and also give their own suggestions as challenge to scientists in order to find practical solutions

· Connect different kind of scientist amongst them self to open up different kind of questions and propositions for all sorts of projects. 

· Through all this connections find out innovative and alternative solutions how to communicate the science amongst people (in sense of Citizen Science: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizen_science)

1.2 Goal


1.2.1 Project name

Full name of project: Scottish Science Communication and Technology Network. 
In short: SSCTN.net
1.2.2 Project task will include

· Building up online social network called SSCTN - Scottish Science Communication and Technology Network
· Include all possible options for interactive communication (from textual to audio—video communication)
· Reprograming online social network to better serve our aims (interests and suggestions from all Scottish Branches of British Science Association)
· Promoting online social network in all possible ways (online promotion, direct invitations, direct promotion on meetings)

1.3 Definitions and abbreviations of technologies which will be used for social network

Social network  – is a social structure made up of individuals (or organizations) called "nodes," which are tied (connected) by one or more specific types of interdependency, such as friendship, kinship, common interest, financial exchange, dislike, sexual relationships, or relationships of beliefs, knowledge or prestige.
More on: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_network 


Social networking  – It's the way the 21st century communicates today. Social networking is the grouping of individuals into specific groups, like small rural communities or a neighborhood subdivision, if you will. Although social networking is possible in person, especially in the workplace, universities, and high schools, it is most popular online. 

This is because unlike most high schools, colleges, or workplaces, the internet is filled with millions of individuals who are looking to meet other people, to gather and share first-hand information and experiences about golfing, gardening, raising Schnauzers, developing friendships or professional alliances, finding employment, business-to-business marketing and even groups sharing information about the end of the Mayan calendar and the Great Shift to arrive December 21-2012. The topics and interests are as varied and rich as the story of our world.

More on: http://www.whatissocialnetworking.com 


Open Science as Open Research – is research, conducted in the spirit of free and open source software. If the research is scientific in nature it is frequently referred to as open science; open research can also include social sciences and the humanities.

Much like open source schemes that are built around a source code that is made public, the central theme of open research is to make clear accounts of the methodology, along with data and results extracted therefrom, freely available via the Internet. This permits a massively distributed collaboration.

Most open research is conducted in existing research groups. Primary research data are posted which can be added to/interpreted by anybody who has the necessary expertise and who can therefore join the collaborative effort. Thus the 'end product' of the project arises from many contributions rather than the effort of one group. 

Open research is therefore distinct from open access in that the output of open research is mutable. Issues of copyright are dealt with by either standard copyright or by releasing the content under licenses such as one of the Creative Commons Licence or one of the GNU General Public Licenses.

More on: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_science

Science 2.0 – generally refers to new practices of scientists who post raw experimental results, nascent theories, claims of discovery and draft papers on the Web for others to see and comment on.

Proponents say these “open access” practices make scientific progress more collaborative and therefore more productive.

Critics say scientists who put preliminary findings online risk having others copy or exploit the work to gain credit or even patents.

Despite pros and cons, Science 2.0 sites are beginning to proliferate; one notable example is the OpenWetWare project started by biological engi​neers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

More on: http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=science-2-point-0

Science 3.0 - combines the hypothesis based inquiry of laboratory science with the methods of social science research to understand and improve the use of new human networks made possible by today’s digital connectivity. This website is a community where those interested in the advancement of research can share ideas, tools and build connections.

More on: http://www.science3point0.com/

1.4 References

It exists different kind of social networks according to their purpose.

For general socializing:

- Facebook

- Folkdirect

- Google Buzz

For science networks:

- ResearchGATE

- Epernicus

- SciSpace

For business networks:

- LinkedIn

- XING

- Talkbiznow

Proposed SSCTN - Scottish Science Communication and Technology Network social network belongs to social scientific networks. But it can define new ways, how can be the science communicated through the social network. You can find the list of most known social networking websites here.
1.5 On-line research

My on-line research (bookmarked links) related to Scottish Science Communication and Technology Network is available here: Scottish Science and Technology
My on-line research (bookmarked links) related to innovation in general is available here: 
Innovation as Collective Process. Here you might get some ideas or new options for your own projects.

2. The Perspective

2.1 Perspective of Scottish Science Communication and Technology Network

The main point is opening up the opportunities.

To make another step in Science Communication

Exposing the social dimension of science what is one of the strongest points of science communication.

Bringing together scientist in more social environment as well as people interested in science.
That’s something, what other scientific networks doesn’t have yet – science communication in much broader sense of this word. Where scientists and not scientists can communicate amongst them self.

Having this kind of social scientific network makes possible to form alternative ways of collaboration, where people interested in science can come in and learn how to use science in everything imaginable. This can bring even many thousands of people.

Very good example for alternative ways of collaboration are activities of Citizen science (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizen_science) whit projects like this:
- CSA - Citizen Science Alliance (http://www.citizensciencealliance.org)
- Citizen Cyber Science (http://www.citizencyberscience.net).
- examples for Citizen Science activities on Scientific American (http://www.scientificamerican.com/citizen-science)

As you can see in some example, it can be also very simple things in form of 'on-field research', where can be asked around 500 people to observe, for example behaviour of birds in specific areas and make notes about this. 
Looked from this perspective, we have here a huge potential.

It's also very realistic way, how we can realize the vision of Scottish government, that Scotland should become 'the science country'.
3. Feedback

3.1 Suggestions and questions

Would be very glad, if you can find time to send me your thoughts about this. It can be suggestions or questions or any kind of association. Or if you become inspirated for something.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Alex E. Nidorfer.
Moray & Highlands Branch of British Science Association


1 Linksfield Court, Elgin, Moray IV30 5JB


Phone: 01343540844�Author of proposal: Alex E.Nidorfer,


Research & Development Director of Going Nova Ltd.


E-mail: alex.in.projects@gmail.com
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